Preparing to Leave

Preparing to move out of your apartment.
Review your lease

Not only does your rental agreement detail how long you live at a property, but it also
outlines your responsibilities when the term of your lease comes to an end. Landlords often
require a written notice to vacate, which is a formal lease termination letter, between 30 and
60 days before your planned departure—but your lease will indicate the exact timeframe.

In addition, the lease may indicate specifics including who is responsible for cleaning the
property and other requirements for moving out.

Assess the state of your apartment

‘Well before your landlord’s final walkthrough, take the time to assess any existing damage to
your apartment and create a repair plan. Normal wear and tear is expected and acceptable in
most cases, but you’re responsible for repairing any holes, dents, scratches or breaks made by
you or your guests during your lease term.

Give yourself plenty of time before your moving day to make these repairs. You should also
work with your management company or landlord to identify items they will fix—including
plumbing, electrical and other general repairs.

Prepare to update your address on financial items or services

If you’ve been living in the location long enough, you’ll likely have service contracts,
subscriptions, financial documents and other personal items tied to your current address.
Common changes include:

« Utilities: Inform your service providers that you’re moving and arrange for those services to
be either disconnected the day after your move or transferred to your new home in time for
your move-in day. Utilities of note include internet, cable, phone, gas, electricity and water.

e Insurance: Contact your insurance company to let them you you’ll be moving so they can
transfer your policy to your new home the day you move out.

e Government-issued L.D. and Credit Cards: When you have proof of your new address
(i.e., a signed lease agreement) you’ll need to update your address on several notable
documents, including your I.D. and credit cards.

e Landlord: Provide your address so that they can return your security deposit.

o Employer: When you move, you need to update your address with your employer in case
of emergency or so they can send you important workplace or retirement notices.

o Subscriptions: Update your address for any recurring subscriptions you may have.
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